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“His orchestra is superb. This is 
both musical discovery and pure 
joy; this is how Handel should 
be.” 
Shirley Apthorp, Financial 
Times 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Laurence Cummings is one of Britain's most 
exciting and versatile exponents of historical 
performance both as a conductor and a 
harpsichord player. He was an organ scholar at 
Christ Church Oxford where he graduated with first 
class honours. Until 2012 he was Head of 
Historical Performance at the Royal Academy of 
Music which led to both baroque and classical 
orchestras forming part of the established 
curriculum. He is now the William Crotch 
Professor of Historical  

 
Performance. He was Musical Director of the 
Tilford Bach Society. Since 1999 he has been 
Musical Director of the London Handel Festival 
where performances have included productions of 
Faramondo, Deborah, Athalia, Esther, Agrippina, 
Sorsame, Alexander Balus, Hercules, Samson, 
Ezio, Riccardo Primo and Tolomeo. In 2012 he 
became Artistic Director of the Internationale 
Händel-Festpiele Göttingen. He is also a regular 
guest at Casa da Musica in Porto where he is 
Music Director of the Orquestra Barroca Casa da 
Música.  
 
Other opera productions he has conducted include 
Radamisto, L’Incoronazione di Poppea, 
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