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                Reading Lists for English (2024-5) 
 

 
In your first year at New College you’ll be working towards ‘Prelims’, taken in Trinity 
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CORE READING LIST 
 
Victorian 
 
Charlotte Bronte: Jane Eyre, Villette [unless otherwise specified, I recommend that 
you buy the Oxford World’s Classics editions] 
Charles Dickens: Great Expectations  
Paul Laurence Dunbar: Selected Poems (buy the Penguin Classics edition) 
George Eliot: Middlemarch 
George Gissing: New Grub Street 
Thomas Hardy: Jude the Obscure 
‘Hap,’ ‘Neutral Tones,’ ‘Thoughts of Phena,’ ‘I Look Into My Glass,’ ‘Drummer Hodge,’ 
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GENERAL READING LIST 
 
Victorian 
 
Matthew Arnold: ‘To Marguerite—Continued,’ ‘The Buried Life,’ ‘Dover Beach,’ ‘To a 
Friend,’ ‘The Function of Criticism at the Present Time,’  
Emily Bronte: Wuthering Heights, ‘Remembrance,’ ‘The Prisoner’ 
Elizabeth Barrett Browning: Sonnets from the Portuguese 
Robert Browning: ‘Porphyria's Lover,’ ‘My Last Duchess,’ ‘Soliloquy of the Spanish 
Cloister,’ ‘The Bishop Orders His Tomb at St. Praxed's Church,’ ‘Love among the 
Ruins,’ ‘Fra Lippo Lippi,’ ‘Andrea del Sarto,’ ‘A Toccata of Galuppi’s,’ ‘How it Strikes a 
Contemporary’ 
Wilkie Collins: The Woman in White 
Charles Dickens: Hard Times, Oliver Twist, David Copperfield, Bleak House, Our 
Mutual Friend 
George Eliot: Mill on the Floss, Daniel Deronda 
Elizabeth Gaskell: Mary Barton, The Life of Charlotte Bronte 
Thomas Hardy: Far From the Madding Crowd, The Mayor of Casterbridge, The 
Woodlanders, Tess of the D’Urbervilles 
Gerard Manley Hopkins: Collected Poems and Selected Prose (Oxford paperback) 
Henry James: Washington Square, The Europeans, The American, The Aspern Papers, 
‘The Middle Years,’ ‘The Next Time,’ The Ambassadors, The Wings of the Dove, The 
Golden Bowl 
John Ruskin, Sesame and Lilies 
Alfred Lord Tennyson: ‘The Lady of Shalott,’ ‘The Lotus-Eaters,’ ‘Break, Break, 
Break,’ ‘Frater Ave Atque Vale,’ Maud.  
Bram Stoker: Dracula 
Oscar Wilde: The Importance of Being Earnest, The Picture of Dorian Gray, ‘The Critic 
as Artist’ 
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