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Congratulations on being offered a place and welcome to your post-A level Russian course 
at Oxford! I am looking forward to meeting you in October. 
 
It is important that you should spend some time between now and October, when you will 
be starting your course in Oxford, preparing for the work you will be doing here. 
 
The Preliminary Examination, which is held at the end of the first year, is a challenging 
examination, and it is vital that you should keep your Russian language up in the 
meantime. One obvious way of doing this is to start on some of the reading of the 
literature texts set for the course (see below); otherwise, take every opportunity you 
can find to talk and hear Russian, look at Russian websites (try the BBC’s online version of 
news in Russian, for example: https://www.bbc.com/russian), and watch Russian films 
(many films, often with English subtitles, can be found here: 
https://www.youtube.com/c/Mosfilm_eng), or on Netflix (which also has Russian 
subtitles for a lot of its big shows). 
 
You will also need to make sure that your grammar is up to scratch: make sure that 
you know your regular and irregular declensions and conjugations off by heart. We 
recommend you buy the handy paperback Oxford Russian Verbs and Grammar, and learn 
all the tables in that book (Amazon link here: https://www.amazon.co.uk/Oxford-
Russian-Grammar-Verbs-Dictionary/dp/0198603800; or check out second hand options 
on e-bay). We also recommend that you acquire –
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- Web. (https://ezproxy-
prd.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/login?url=https://ebookcentral.proquest.com/lib/oxford/d
etail.action?docID=1120895)  

 
- Offord, Derek, Modern Russian: An Advanced Grammar Course (Amazon link: 
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http://solo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk/primo_library/libweb/action/display.do?tabs=detailsTab&ct=display&fn=search&doc=oxfaleph020678744&indx=21&recIds=oxfaleph020678744&recIdxs=0&elementId=0&renderMode=poppedOut&displayMode=full&frbrVersion=&rfnGrpCounter=1&frbg=&vl(254947567UI0)=any&dscnt=0&vl(1UIStartWith0)=contains&scp.scps=scope%253A%2528OX%2529&tb=t&fctV=online_resources&mode=Basic&vid=OXVU1&vl(516065169UI1)=all_items&rfnGrp=1&tab=local&srt=rank&fctN=facet_tlevel&dum=true&vl(freeText0)=Russian%20dictionary&dstmp=158
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Chekhov edition recommended: https://blackwells.co.uk/bookshop/product/Chekhov-
Selected-Short-Stories-by-Struve-Gleb/9781853994067).  
 
 
It is very important to make a good start on reading your set texts before you come up.  
Lectures on any of the Prelims authors can fall in any of the three terms, but our tutorials 
on Pushkin, Mednii vsadnik and Pikovaia dama, and Lermontov, Mtsyri, will be taken 
in Michaelmas Term. Therefore, you must have read at least these three texts before 
Michaelmas Term starts.  You may find it necessary to keep an English translation to hand 
so that the work is not too laborious, but it is essential that you get to know all the texts in 
Russian as you will be asked to translate and comment on passages in the original in the 
examination. The course in Oxford is very intensive, and vacations need to be used for 
preparatory reading.  
 
You will be set a diagnostic test ('collection') including translation passages from 
the books that you have been asked to read, shortly after you arrive in Oxford. 
 
I am enclosing at this stage a much broader reading list and some additional information 
which should serve you in good stead throughout your time at Oxford; it is not meant to 
be tackled in depth at this stage, although you may find some of the suggestions worth 
pursuing. 
 
Please get in touch with me if you have any queries at 
margarita.vaysman@new.ox.ac.uk 
 
Have a very good summer, and I look forward to seeing you in October! 

 
MV 
 
Suggestions for further reading in 19th- and 20th-century Russian literature 
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- Nikolai GOGOL: the 'Petersburg Tales', including The Overcoat, Nevsky Prospect, The 
Nose, and Diary of a Madman; also his play The Government Inspector, and his novel Dead 
Souls. 
- Evgeniia TUR: novella Antonina (available also in M. Katz’s translation) 
 
 
 
- Fedor DOSTOEVSKY: the four “big” novels - Crime and Punishment, The Brothers 
Karamazov, The Idiot, and The Possessed (The Devils), as well as his shorter novel Notes 
from Underground. 
 
- Nadezhda KHVOSHCHINSKAIA: a short novella Boarding School Girl, to start with, and 
her sister Sofia KHVOSHCHINSKAIA’s City and Country Folk (available in an e-book on 
Amazon (https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pansionerka-Russian-Language-Nadezhda-
Hvoshhinskaja-ebook/dp/B01DWEACMQ), both novels are available in translations from 
Columbia University Press (https://readrussia.org/russian-library/city-folk-and-country-
folk.html) 
- Ivan GONCHAROV: the novel Oblomov. 
- Lev 

https://www.amazon.co.uk/Pansionerka-Russian-Language-Nadezhda-Hvoshhinskaja-ebook/dp/B01DWEACMQ
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https://readrussia.org/russian-library/city-folk-and-country-folk.html
https://readrussia.org/russian-library/city-folk-and-country-folk.html
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- Svetlana Aleksievich: any of her Noble Prize-winning novel-length works 
-Luidmila Petrushevskaia: short stories, plays or her novel The Time: Night 
- Luidmila ULITSKAIA: any of her collections of short-stories, or novels Sonechka, The 
Kukotskii Enigma 
-Olga SEDAKOVA: any bilingual editions of her poems 
-Viktor PELEVIN: any of his early novels such as Generation P, or short story collections 
(all widely available in English) 
-Vladimir Sorokin: his short novel Day of the Oprichnik 
 
Selected introductory works on 19th- and 20th-century Russian history and culture 
 
 
 
It is difficult to appreciate Russian literature without having some knowledge of Russian 
history. You should try to look at least at a couple of the following, which should be 
available in your library or in paperback: 
 
- Caryl Emerson: Cambridge Introduction to Russian Literature 
- Stephen Lovell, The Soviet Union: A Very Short Introduction 
- Geoffrey Hosking, Russia and the Russians: From Earliest Times to the Present (Penguin, 
2012) 
- G. Hosking: Russian History: A Very Short Introduction 
- Robert Service, The Penguin History of Modern Russia: From Tsarism to the Twenty-first 
Century 
- Anthony Beevor, Russia: Revolution and Civil War 1917-1921 
 
Booksellers specialising in Russian books: 
 
Major university bookshops (Leeds, Manchester, Glasgow, London, Cambridge etc.) will 
often be able to provide some of the titles listed above. Otherwise, try the following 
booksellers: 
- Blackwell's Bookshop, 50 Broad Street, Oxford OX1 3BQ, tel: 01865 792792; 
http//bookshop.blackwell.co.uk; mail.ox@blackwell.co.uk - like Thornton's, has a good 
second-hand section as well as standard new books. 
- Thornton's Bookshop, (internet and mail order only): www.thorntonsbooks.co.uk tel. 
01367-240056, e-mail: Thorntons@Booknews.demon.co.uk - the largest holdings of all, 
sometimes has things when no-one else can help. 
- 


